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BACKGROUND

The Coonamessett Farm Foundation (CFF) has been conducting an optical stock assessment
survey for Atlantic sea scallops (Placopecten magellanicus) utilizing the HabCam v3 since 2017.
This project is funded through NOAA Fisheries’ Sea Scallop Research Set Aside Program. The
data collected during this survey contribute directly to the regional stock assessment and provide
critical information supporting fisheries management decisions under the New England Fishery
Management Council’s Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan.

CRUISE OBJECTIVES

e (ollect photographic imagery from proposed optical transects in the survey areas

e Develop GIS-based plots of scallop distribution and density by size and length-frequency
distributions of scallops within survey areas

e Derive overall biomass (total and exploitable) within each scallop management area

OBSERVATIONS & KEY TAKEAWAYS

CFF completed over 1,300 nm of tracks over two research survey trips in the Mid-Atlantic
(MAB), Georges Banks (GB), and the Nantucket Lightship South (NLSS) (Figure 1). Due to
unseasonably rough weather, the trips experienced a few days of weather delays across both legs.
Leg 1 (MAB May 19" to 23™) concluded ahead of schedule due to a severe storm. Leg 2 (May
25" to June 4™) surveyed the remaining MAB track and the entire GB track, including the NLSS.

Notable seed scallop aggregations were observed in Closed Area 2, particularly in the eastern
portion of the track (Figures 1 & 2). Smaller, but notable aggregations of seed were also
observed in the Southern Flank, Long Island, and, to a lesser extent, in the NLSS, just west of the
large 2023 settlement. In the NLSS, the large 2023 settlement appeared to be densely settled and
healthy. Image annotations are currently underway. Quantitative survey results, including
biomass estimates and length-frequency distributions, will be presented at the Plan Development
Team meeting scheduled for late August.
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Figure 1: Map of the 2026 RSA survey tracks in the MAB and GB. The red circle denotes an area of high-density
seed scallops, and key images from the area are included in Figure 2 below.



Figure 2: Imags taken in the eastern port This highdensity seed area is shown on the map in
Figure 1 above.



